CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Wicked Camper JMY492 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1600235.000 

Medium: 

Vehicle 

Maker: 

The Wicked Cult Limited 

Country of origin: 

New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Unrestricted. 


Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 


None 

None 

08 June 2016 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 


Date of notice of decision: 07 June 2016 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Wicked Camper JMY492’ is a campervan offered for hire by a business known as Wicked 
Campers. These campervans are predominantly hired by overseas tourists on a limited budget, 
and are commonly seen throughout New Zealand on roads and at backpacker destinations. This 
campervan and several others were submitted for classification on behalf of the Commissioner of 
Police under sl3(l)(ab) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC 
Act). The Classification Office received photographs of the images and text that appear on the 
front, the back and on both sides of the campervan in order to be able to examine it for 
classification. 


In the framework set out under the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBORA), 
classification decisions must be reasonable and demonstrably justifiable. On the back of Wicked 
Camper JMY492’ is a humorous quote associated with a cartoon character popular in Australian 
surfing culture of the 1970s. The rhyme contains a single reference to a bong; a utensil commonly 
associated with cannabis use. The material does not promote or encourage drug use to a 
significant extent or degree, or in a manner likely to make enough of an impression on young 
viewers to justify restricting the campervan from them, an outcome that would in effect be 
banning its use as a campervan. 




The rhyme also includes the word ‘dick’ as a slang term for the character’s penis. This has been 
considered under s3A, which allows an age-related restriction if a publication contains highly 
offensive language that is likely to cause serious harm to children or young people. However, if 
this slang reference or the joking rhyme as a whole, were likely to cause serious harm it would be 
at a low level. At most it would warrant a correspondingly low level of restriction. Because 
serious harm arising from the text has not been identified, a restriction is not required. To impose 
a ban or restriction on this campervan would be an unreasonable limitation on the right to 
freedom of expression contained in the NZBORA. 



